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THE 



NEW CONSTITUTION 



OF 



FRANCE. 



PLAN OF THE DECLARATION OF THE NATiURAL, 
CIVIL, AND POLITICAL RIGHTS OF MEN, 

'^ . 'T^HE object of all union of men in fociety, 
J^ being the maintaining of natural, civil, 
and political rights, thefe rights ought to be the 
bafis of the focial compaft. The acknowledge* 
ment and declaration of them ought to precede 
the conftitution which affures the guarantee of 
them. 

I. The natural, civil, and political rights of 
men are liberty, equality, fecurity, property, the 
focial guarantee, and refiftance of oppreffion. 

IL Liberty confifls in the power of doing 
whatever is not contrary to the rights of others. 
Thus the cxercife of the natural rights of every 

maa 
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man has no bounds, but thofe which fccure :o 
the other members of the fociety the enjoymer^c 
df the fame rights. 

III. The confervation of liberty depends on 
fubmiflion to the law, which is the expreffion of 
the general will. Whatever is not forbidden by 
the law cannot be hindered ; and no one can be 
conftrained to do what it does not ordain. 

IV. Every man is frecvto manifeft his thoughts 
and his opinions. 

V. The liberty of the prefs, or any other 
mode of publilhing his thoughts, can neither be 
interdidcd, nor fuTpended, nor limited. 

VI. Every citizen is free in the exercife of his 
worlhip. , 

VII. Equality confifts in this, that every one 
tnny enjoy the fame rights. 

VIII. The Law ought to be equal for all, 
whether it rewards or puniflies ; whether it pro- 
tects or repreffes. 

IX. All the citizens are admiffible to all pu- 
blic places, employments and funftions. Peo- 
ple that are free acknowledge no motives of pre- 
ference, but talents and vinues. 

X. Security confifts in the proteftion granted 
by the fociety to every citizen for the conferva- 
tion of his perfon, of his property and of his right. 

XL No one call be tried, accufed, appre- 
hended, or detained, but in cafes determined by 
the law, and according to the forms which it has 
prefcribed. Every other aft exercifed againft a 
ritizcn is arbitrary and null. 

XII. Thofe who fhall folicit, expedite, fign, 
execute, or caufc to be executed, thefe arbi- 
trary acj-s, are culpable, and ought to be pu- 
nilhccl. 

XIII. The 
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XIIL The citizens againft whom it fhall be 
attempted to^ execute fuch afts, have the right 
to repel force by force; but every , citizen fum- 
nioned, or frized by the authority of. the law, 
and in the forms prefcribed by it, ought inftant- 
ly to obey : he renders himfelf culpable by re- 
fiftance. •, 

XIV,. Every man being prefumed innocent till 
he has been declared guilty, if it be judged in- 
di{pcnfible to apprehended him, all rigour, not 
neceflary for fecuring his perfon, ought to be 
fcverely reprefled by the law. 

XV. No one ought to be puniflied, but by 
virtue of a law eftabliftied, promulgated anterior 
to the offence, and )egally applied. 

XVI. The law which (hould puniCh offences 
committed before its exiftence, would be an ar- 
bitrary aft. The retrofpeclive effedt given to 
the law Is a crime. 

XVII. The law ought to pronounce only pu- 
nifliments ftridly and evidently neceffary to the 
general fecurity. They oqght to be propor- 
tioned to offences, and ufeful to the fociety. 

X VIIL The right of property confifts in this : 
that every man has the power to difpofe at his 
pleafure, of his effeds, of his capital, of his re- 
venues, and his induftry. . 

XIX. No kind of labour, of commerce, of* 
culture, can be forbidden him; he may manu- 
fafture, fell, and tranfpprt every fpecies of pro- 
dudion. 

XX. Every man may engage his fervices, his 
time; but he cannot fell himfelf: his perfon is 
not an alienable property., 

XXI. No one can be deprived of the leaft 
portion of his property without his confent, ex- 
cept 



ccpt when public neccffity, legally proved, evi- 
dently requires it; and on condition ofajuft 
and previous indemnity. 

XXII. No contribution can be eftablifhed but 
for the general titility, and to fupply the public 
wants. All the citizens have the right to con- 
cur perfonally, or by their reprefentatives, in 
the eftabliflbment of contributions. 

XXIII. Elementary rnftrudion is the want of 
all* and the fociety owes it equally to all its 
members. . 

XXIV. Public fuccours are a facred debt of 
the focnety; and it belongs to the law to deter- 
mine the exfent and application of them. 

XXV. The focial guarantee of thefe rights 
reds on the National Sovereignty. 

XXVI. This fovereignty js one, indivifible, 
imprefcriptible, and inalienable. 

XXVII. It refides effentially in the whole 
people, and every citizen has the equal right to 
concur in the exercile of it. 

XXVIII. No partial union of citizens, and 
no individual, can arrogate the fovereignty, nor 
exercife any authority, nor fill any fundion, 
without a formal delegation of the law. 

XXIX. The focial guarantee cannot exift, 
where the limit:* of the public fundions are not 
Clearly determined by the law ; and where the 
refponfibility of all the public fundionaries is 
nor aifured. 

XXX. All the citizens are bound to concur in 
this guarantee; and to give force to the law, 
when they are called upon in its name. 

• XXXI. Men united in fociety ought to haye a 
legal means of refilling opprefllon. 

XXXIL It is opprcffion when a law violates 

the 
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the natural, civil and political rights, which it 
ought to guarantee. It is oppreffion when thf 
law is violated b/ the public funftionaries, in its 
application to individual fafts. It is oppreffion^ 
and when arbitrary afts violate the rights of ci* 
tizens againft the exprefEon of the law. 

In every free government the mode of refift- 
ance to thefe different afts of oppreffion ought to 
be regulated by the law. ^ 

XXXIII. A people have always the right to 
''revife, to reform, and to change their Conftitu- 
tution. One generation has not the right to fub- 
je& future generations to its laws, and every- 
thing hereditary in the fundlions is abfurd and 
tyrannical. 



PLAN OF THE FRENCH CONSTITUTION. 

The French Nation conftitutes itfelf one indi- 
vifible Republic ; and founding her Govern- 
ment on the Rights of Man, which (he has re- 
cognifed and declared, and on the principles 
of Equality and the Sovereignty ot the Pco- 
pie, (he adopts the following Conftitution : 

TITLE I. 

OF THE DIVISION OF TERRITORY. 

J . The French Republic is one and indivifible. 

2. The diftribution of its aftual territory into 
Eighty-five Departments, is maintained. 

3. l^everthelefs the limits of the Departments 
may be changed or reftified, on the demand of 

the 
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the adminiftered. But in no cafe may the furface 
of a department exceed 400 fquare leagues. 

4. Every department fhall be divided into 
grand communes ; the communes into municipal 
fcStionSy and primary aflemblies. 

5. This diftribution of the territory of each de- 
partment into grand communes, (hall be made 
JO fuch a manner, that there may not be more 
than two leagues and an half from the moft dif- 
tant habitation to the centre of the chief place of 
the commune. 

6. The arrondijfement of municipal feft ions fhall 
be no longer the fame as that of the primary af- 
femblies. 

7. There fliall be in each commune, an ad- 
miniftration fubordinate to the adminiftration of 
the department, and in each feftion a fecondary 
agency. 



TITLE II. 



or THE STATE OF CITIZENS, AND OF THE NE- 
CESSARY CONDITIONS FOR THE EXERCISE OF 
THEIR RIGHTS. 

I.Everyman aged 21 years compleat, who 
fhall have his name infcribed in the civic table of 
a primary aiftmbly, and fliall fince have refided, 
during one compleat year, on the French terri- 
tory, fliall be a citizen of the republic. 

4 2. The 
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r ». TliC ^tolity of Fr^ach citizen is loft by fiar 
turalization in a foreign land, aad by th^puniihf 
mcnt of civic dcgrfdarion. 

3. Ercry citizqa who Ihall have fulfilled the 
conditions requited by the firft article^ (hall be 
enabled to e.xercife his right of fuffrage in that 
portion of the territory or the republic, wher^ 
he can juftify annual refidence of three month*, 
without interruption* 

6. No man fhall be able to exercife his riglit 
of fuffrage for the fam^^. ebjefi, in more than 
one primary aflembly. 

5. There (hall be two caufes of abfolute in- 
capacity, for the exercife of the right of fuf- 
frage ; the firft, imbecility or madneh judically 
afcertained ; tl^e fecond, conden\nation to thofc 
penalties which carry with them civic degrada- 
tion. 

6, No citizen^who fliall have refided during 
fix years out of tjie territory pf the republic, 
without miffion given in the name of the nation, 
can recover the exercife of the right of jTuSrage, 
without an uninte'rupted refidence of fix months. 

• ' 7. Every citizen, ^yho, without having hud 
mifllon, (hall have ablented himfelf during 
qnc year from the place of his conftant dwelling, 
(hall be bound anew to ^, refidence of three 
inonths before hp be admitted to vote in His pri- 
mary aflTembly. 

. 8. The iegiftative body (hall determine the pii^ 
i)i(hmer>t which thofe (hall incur who permit 
themfelves to exercife the right of fuifFrage, in 
all the cafes where the conftitutional law for- 
bids it. 

9. The quality of French citizen, and the ag« 

of 25 years cofl^pleat fliall be .the only conditions 

B neceljary 
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Qcccflary to make a perfon eligible to all the 
places of the republic. 

lo. In whatever place a French citizen re- 
fides, he may be elefted to all the places, and 
by all the departments, even though he Ihould 
be for the moment deprived of the right of fuf, 
frage by default of refidence, 



TITLE IIL 

5F THE PRIMARY ASSEMBLIES, 



SECTION I* 

Organization of the Primary JJJemilies. 

!• THE Primary Affemblies, where the French 
are to exercife their rights of citizens, (hall bo 
diftributed over the [erritory of each department, 
and their arrondijement fhall be managed in luch 
a manner that none have lefs than 40a members, 
nor more than 900. 

IL In each primary AlTembly, a particular lift 
Ihall be made of the citizens that compofe it, 

liL When this lift is made, they fhall proceed 
in every primary '^ffembly to the nomination of 
a bureau, compofed of as many members as there 
are fifties of citizens enrolled in the lift, 

IV, This eleftion ftiall be made by a fipgle 

fcrutiny. 
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fcmtifiy, and by a fimple plurality of votes* Each 
voter ftiall bear only two names on his bullerm, 
whatever be the number of the members that are 
to form the bureau, 

Vt In the cafe, however, whereby the refult of 
the firft fcrutiny, the eleftion of the members of 
the bureau fhall be incomplete, a fcrutiny ftiall 
be made anew to complete it, 

VL The eldcft member ftiall prcfide in the 
Affembly during this firft eledtion. 

VIL The tondions of tue members of the 
bureau (hall be; i. To keep the regifter or lift 
of the citizens; i. To infcribe in this regifter, 
during the interval from one convocation to an^ 
other, thote who fliail prefent themfelves to be 
admitted as citizens; 3. To give to thofe who 
wifti to change their habitation, a certificate to 
atteft their quality of citizen ; 4. To convoke 
the primary Affembly, in cafes determined by 
the Conftitution ; 5- To make in the name of 
the Affembly, either to the adminiftration of the 
department or to the bureau of the primary af- 
icmblies of fame Commune, the reguifitions necef- 
fary to the exercife of the right of cenlorfhip. 

VIIL The members of the bureau Ihdill be 
proclaimed according to the order of the plurality 
of votes, that each of them has obtained. The 
firft fliall perform the funftions of prefident ; the 
three members that follow immediately after him, 
thofe of fecretaries, and the reft of the bureau 
the funciions of Icrutineers. In cafe of the ab- 
fence of any of them, they (hall fupply the va- 
cancy in the fame order, 

IX, On each new convocation of a Primary 
Aflcmbly, it fliall not be allowed to attend to 
any objeft, till the bureau has been renewed. 
Every a<5t arjterior to this is null. The citizens 

B z who 
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who compofc the old bureau may, tewcver, bcr 
rc-clcded. 

X. The bureau (hail not be cenewec]* whea the 
Sittings of the Affcmbly Ihall be fimply ad- 
journed and continued, as long as die objcft for 
which the Affembly has been convoked, is not : 
terminated. 

Xf. No perfon can be admitted to vote in a>» 
primary Affembly, on the roll of which he is not 
entered, if he has not prefented to the bureau, 
eight days before the opening of the Affembly, 
the titles of his right. The old bureau (hall give 
an account of this to the Affembly, which Cball 
decide whether or not the citizen prefented has 
fulfilled the conditions required by the Conftitu- 
o.i . 



SECTION 11. 

Fnnaions rfthe Primary jigemblies. 

1. FRENCH citizens ought to meet in pri* 
mary. affemblies to proceed to the elections de- 
termined by the Conftitution. 

2. French citizens ought alfo to meet in pri- 
mary affemblies ; to deliberate on matters that 
concern the general • intereft of the republic : 
fuch as-T-ift. When it (hall be in agitation to ac- 
ccpt> or refufe a plan of conftitution, or a change 
in the conftitution accepted.; 2d. When the 
convocation of a Mtibnal convention is propofed; 
3d. when the legiflative body calls for the opinion 
of all the'citizens on aqueftion that concerns the 
whole republic ; 4th. finally when it is ift agita- 
tion-^ citixer to requhre the legtilatite> body* to 

.1 . . ' .• . t»ke-*- 
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tike aa obyefit into confideration, or to exercifcf,: 
on the afts of the national reprefentation, the 
Oenibrftiipof. the, people, according to the modt 
and the regulations fixed by iheconftitution,. 

^k The elf&ipns and the deliberations of the 
primary affcmblies, which .(hall not be conforma- 
ble in their nature^ their objedt, or their mode,- 
to ^e rules prefcribed by the cpnUitational Uw^ 
fliall b^ null and of no efieft. 



SECTION III. 
General Rules for EJeSiions in the Primary AJfemiJits. • 

1. THE eleftions (hall be made by means oF 
two fcrutinS, ot which the firft, (imply preparatory^ 
(hall fei*ve only to form a lift of prcfentation, and 
of which the fecond, opened only on the lift of 
candidates -infcribed in the lift of prefentation, * 
(hall be definitive, and conclude the eledion. 

2. For the fcrutin of prefentation, as foon as 
the affembly (hall be forn>ed, the members ac- 
knowledged, xhe bureau eftablifhed, and the 
objeft of convocation announced, every voter 
(hall receive from the bureau a printed bulletin, 
on the margin of which (hall be infcribed his 
name and his age« 

3. The fcrutin Ihall be opened inftantly ; and 
(hall not be clofed till the next day at four in 
the afternoon. Every citizen (hall write, or 
caufe to be written on his bulletin, a number of 
names equal to the number of places to be eleded • 
to; and (hall, during this interval, depo(it it 
with the bMreau. : 

4* I » the fitting, of the fecond^ day,' at four 
. . ^ o'clock. 



o'clock, the bureau fhall proceed 
nation and verification of the fcaitin^ by reading 
aloud the name of each voter, and the names of 
ihofe infcribed on his bulletin* 

5. Ali thefe operations (ball be done publicly, 

6. The reiuk of the fcrutin of each primary 
affembly, detefmined and proclaimed by the 
bureau* flial! be fent to rhe chief place of the 
department, where the review of the refuks of 
every primary affembly, fliall be made publicly 
by the adminillrators. 

y\ The prefentation lift (hall be formed of 
thofe who have obtained mod votes in treble 
number of the places to fill. 

8* If the votes are equal, the oldeft (liall, in all 
cafes, have the preference; and if there be only 
one place to be filled, the oldeft fhall alone be 
infcribed in the lift. 

9» The general examination of the refult of the 
fcrutins made by the primary aflemblies, fhall 
commence the eighth day after that which has 
been appointed for the opening of the eleftion, 
and the fcrutins of the primary alTemblies given 
in to the adminiftration of the department pofte- 
rior to that epoch fhall not be admitted. 

10. The prefentation lift of the candidates 
fliail not be definitively determined immediately 
after the opening of the refult of the (crutin of 
the primary airemblies. The adminiftration of 
the department fhall be bound to caufe it to be 
printed and publiftied without delay ; it fliall 
be confidered only as a fimple plan, and fliall 
contain 

I ft. A lift gf the candidates who have lobtained 
moft votes in treble number of the places to fill, 

idly. An equal number of fuppieans taken 

from 
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from amonK iliofe v/ho have had moll: votes qe^ 
to the .candidates firft infcribed, ^nd always fpl- 
lowing the order of plurality. 

II. Within the fifteen days which follow the> 
pioblication of this lift, the adminiftration of the 
department fliall receive the declaration of thofe, 
who being there infcribed either ^among the 
number of the candidates or the num'ber of fup- 
pleans, (hall declare, that they cannot or will not 
accept ; and on the fifteenth day, the lift Ihall 
be definifively determined on by filling up the 
places of thofe candidate^ who have refuted, firft 
by thofe who have beeq infcribed among the 
number of fuppleans, an4 fucce/tively by thofe 
after them, who ftiall have obtained moft votes, 
always following the order of plurj^iity. 

I 12^ Xh^ prelentation lift thus definitively de- 
termined on, apd reduced to treble the number 
of perfons to be elefted, fhall be fcnt, without 
delay, by the adminiftration of the department 
tp the primary aflemblies. The adminiftration 
ftiall fix a day when the primary affemblies muft 
proceed to the laft fcrutin of eledion ; but this 
term under no pretence can be farther diftant 
than the fecon^ Sunday after the prefentation 
lift is clofed, , 

13, When the aflembly has met fur the fecond 
and laft fcrutin, each voter ftiall receive at the 
office a bulletinj with two columns each, divided 
into as many fquares as there are perfons to be 
chofen. One of thefe columns Ihall be entitled 
the co/umn 0/ fUition^ and the other the fuppkmpi^ 
iary column^ 

I 14, Each voter ijiall infpribe, or caufe to be 
infcribed in the firft colqmn, as many individuals 
as there arc places to be filled ; and afterwards 

in 




(' r6 ^ . 

in the fupplcmentary column, a numlRir of nam« 
equal to that infcribed in the firft coluoin. Thb 
bulletin (hall not be figned. 

XV. The votes (hall be given only for choft 
individuals, who are infcribed in the prefcntatioiL 
lilts. 

XVI. In each primary aflcmbly,. the votci 
given for thefe in the firft column o^ eledioDi 
IhalFbe revifed feparately^ and afterwards thqfc 
in the fupplementary column. 

XVII. Thefe refuks (hall: be trdnfmitted to 
iht chief place of the Department, and fliall 

.,. liot be received uniH the eight day" after th^t 
appointed for opening the feCond fcrutin. 

XVHI.'Thc adminimftration of the Depart- 
ment Ihalf proceed pubJicly to a getieral revifion' 
of the refuks of the fcrutin, tranfmitted by the 
primary a(remblies. The number of votes given 
for each candidate In the firft column of election, 
/hall be firft added up particularly and feparate- 
iy, and afterwards that of thofe in the fuppler 
nientary column. 

XIX. If the number of votes infcribed in the 
firft column, do not give an abfolute majority to 
any perfoii, tlie fum of the votes which ^ach can«» 
didate may have obtained in both columns, (hall 
be collefted ;' and the nomination of all' the per« 
fons to be elefted, as well as that of their fop-' 
pleans, (hall be deterrfiined by the order of plu- 
rality. 

XX. If one or more candidates have an abfo- ' 
fute majority' bn a revifal of the votes, infcribed 
in the firft column, their cJedion (liall be com-' 
pleted ; and recourfe (hall nor be h;id to the ad- 
dition of the votes in the two columns^ but for" 
candidates whc5 haVe not' obtained an abfohrte'" 

majority 
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ttiajority in the firft column^ and for places va- 

cant after the revifal. 

\ XXL The fuppleans IliaU firft be thofe who 
in the firft column having obtained an abfoluce 
majority, fliall have the greateft number of votes 
next to the pcrfons elefted ; and afterwards thofc 
who next to the perfons elefted, (hall have moft 
votes by adding both columns together, even 
though they may have obtained only a rekiive 
plurality. 

XXII. The fame mode fliall be followed in 
nominations to one finglc place ; but in this cafe, 
ift at the time of the fcrutin of prefentation, each 
voter fliall infcribe only one name in the bulletin, 
adly, The prefentation lift formed according to 
this fcrutin, ftiall contain the names of ibiiteen 
candidates, and as many fuppleans, until it is 
f educed to thirteen, and be definitively deter* 
mined on, agreeably to articles X* and XL sdly. 
At the time otthe fcrutin of eledion, each voter 
fliall write, or caufe to be written in the firft co*. 
lume, the name of the individual whom be prc-^ 

I fers ; and in the fupplenientary column, the 
names of fix other individuals. 4thly, if at the 
time of the general revifion of the fuffrages in* 
fcribed in the firft column, one of the candidates 
has an abfolute majority, he fliall be eleded; if 
no perfon has obtamedan abfolute majority, the 
votes infcrtbed in favour of each candidate m the 
two columns fliall be added together, and he 
who has obtained moft (hall be eleiled, and the 
fix candidates who next to him have the greateft 
number of votes, fliall be fuppleans in the drder 
of plurality. 

XXII K If the definitive preferitation lifts are 
not complete, and contain however a number of 

C names 
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names equal to that which ought to be infcribed 
in the cleftion lifts, the preceding forms fhall be 
obferved. In the contray cale, thofe who have ob- 
tained an abfolutc majority of votes in the prefent^^ 
acion lifts, fhall be elected either fjr places or aM 
fuppleans. To terminate nominations afterwards, 
the prefentation lift fliall be completed, and an 
election (hall be proceeded to, according to the 
general forms above prefcribed. M 

24. At the revifal of the laft fcrutin, the bill-" 
letins in which one or more votes may have been 
given to citizens, not infcribed in the prefenta- 
tion lift, as well as thofe which do not contain 
in each column the number of votes above re- 
quired, Ihall be annulled. 

25* The fame citizen may be irtfcribed at the 
fame time in feveral prefentation lifts for diffe* 
rent places. ^ 

26- There is incompatibility between all pub-'" 
lie fun<ftions. No citizen can accept a new fimc- 
tion, without renouncing by the ad alone of liis 
acceptance that which he exercifed before* 



SECTION IV. 

Oh the Internal Po/ice of the Primary JiJJimblies 



A 



1. The internal police of the primary affem- 
blies belongs eflcntially and exclufively to the 
affembly ittelf* 

2- The fcvereft punifhment which an arembly 
can pronounce agamft one of the members," next ■ 
to calling to order and cenfure, is exclufion from 
the fitting. 

5. In cafes of violence and great excefles, or 

crimes committed within the place of fitting, 

the 
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tbc prefident, after being authorized by the af- 
[fcmbly, may iffuean order to bring the accufed 

, irty before him , and niay command him to be 

'carried before the officer charged with the police 
[of fafety, 

6* Citizens cannot come with arms to the pri- 

tiury aflemblies. 



SECTION V. 

Forms of Deliberation in the Primary JJfemblies* 

1. When the affcmbly is formed, the prefident 
Qiall make known the fubjeft of deliberation, re* 
duced to a fimple queftion, to which an anfvver 
may be given by the words yes or no, and at the 
clofe of the fitting he fhall adjourn the aflembly 
for eight days, in order that they may then give 
iheir decifion- 

2, During the adjournment, the place where 
the primary aflembly meets Ihall be opened 
every day to citizens, that they may difcufs the 
the objed fubmicted to their deliberation, 

3, The hall fhall be open alfo every Sunday 
throughout the year, to fuch citizens as may 
wiOi to alTemble there. The office fhall appoint 
one of their members to read to the citizens the 
different afts of the conftituted authorities, 
which (hall be addrefled to the primarj^ afl'em- 
blies, and who fhall be charged alfo to maintain 
calmnefs and good order at thefe private meet* 
ings, and peaceful conferences of citizens. 

4. When the aflembly have met on tlie day 
appointed for declaring their will, the prefident 
(h^U again repeat the fubjed of deliberation 

C 2 ?^n4 
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aad explain Ae queftioa on w 
tion is to be given by 7'es or Na^ The o£ce flbali 
caufe CO affix, in ihc interior of the hall, a pla- 
card» coctaiBing the fucninary expofidon of the 
queftion fnbmiticd to the affembly, and on two 
coliiTODS the words /Jpi or No^ with a prccife ex- 
planation of the will which each of thefe words 
cxprefles. 

5. Each voter (hall write, or eaafe to be writ- 
ten, in hisbuilctin, Tcs or No, and (hall iign it, 
or caufed to be figned in his name, by one of 
the members of the office^ before it U put intq 
the urn. 

6. The fcrutin (hall not be clofed but in the 
evening Bttiog of the fecondday, ac four o clockj^ 
and during that interval, every citizen Ihall he 
at liberty to appear at whatever hour of the 
fitting may be moft convenient for him to give 
his vote, 

7. The drawing out of the fcrutin (hall be 
proclaimed aloud, and the members of the office 
who difcharge the function of fcrutiniers, (hall 
proclaim the name of each voter, and at 
fame time hjs vote, 

8. When all the primary alTemblies of B) 
department deliberate on the fame objeft, thp 
refult of the votes of each primary aflembly, by 
Tes or No^ fliall be fent to the adminiftration of 
the department^ where the general refult (hall 
be afcertained within the periods, and according 
to the forms prcfcribcd for eleftions. 

9. In cafe all the primary aflemblies of the 
reoublic fhall be convened for the purpofe of 
deliberating on the fame obieft, the general re- 
fult of the votes of the citizens of each depart* 
meat feall be addrefl'ed by each adminiftratioa 

withia 
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within the fpacc of fifteen days to the legiflativc 
body, who Ihall afc^rtain ajid afterwards publilh 
within the fame period the general rcfult of the 
votes of all the citizens. 

10. Ads in which the forms above prefcribed 
have not been obferved are null. 

11. The primary affemblles (hall be judges of 
the validity or non-yalidity of the votes given in 
them. 

12. The adminiftrations of department (hall 
pronounce refpedling the nullity refulting from 
the non-obfervanceof the form above preicribe4 
jn the difierent a(^s of the primary airemblie?^, 
when they have, proceeded to el^dions purely 
iocal and peculiar to their department, and be 
^ound to addrefs their degrees to tfi^ executive 
council, who (hall either confirm or revoke 
them, an appeal to the legUla.^ve bqdy being 
however allowed in all cafes^ 

13. Wheo the primary aflbn^blics deliberate 
on objeds of general intereft, or when they 
proceed to eled the niembers of the legiflativc 
body or public fundionaries belonging to the 
whole republic^ the adminiftrations of depart- 
ments can addrels only to the legillatiye body 
their obferyations on the nullity of divers ads of 
the primary aflfemblies, and the leg^iflative body 
fliall definitively pronounce on their validity* 



TITLE 
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TITLE IV. 

OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE BODIES. 



SECTION I. 

QJthe Orginazation and Functions of the Adminifira'^ 
iive Bodies^ 

• 7. There (hajl be in each department an ad-^ 
ininiftrative council ; in each commune an ad-. 
miniftration of the commune or muniqipaHty ; 
and in eacJ^jTefbion of the coipmune, an inferior 
agency fubbordinate to the municipality. 

2. The adminiftrative council of the depart- 
ment (hall be compofed of eighteen members., 

3. Four of them (hall form the diredory. 

4. The 2^dminiftration of each commune (hall 
Confift of twelve members, and the Mayor, who 
fhall be prefident. 

5. The agency of each fe(5lion (hall be cn-t 
trufted to one citizen, who may have afliftants. 

6. The fecondary agents of each fecJion, u- 
nite^ with the municipal adminiftration, fhall 
form the council general of the comniune. 

7. the adminiftration of commune, (hall be 
/fubordipate to tKofe of department. 

8. The. organization of municipalities and 
their agency in the feftions, the particular func? 
tions which (hall be affigned to them, and the 
mode of their eleftion by the citizens conyenecj 
tp^tbe aflfemblies of the feftions, fhall be deier^ 
mined by a particular law, independent of the 
conftitution. 

Q. The 
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9, The Citizens of each commune aflembkd 

in their feftions, cannot deliberate but on ob- 

^ jefts which particularly intereft their, feftion or 

commune; they cani)ot in any cafe adminiftcr 

by themfelves. 

'lo. The adminiftrators of departments eflen* 
tially charged with the diftribution of dire6fc 
contributions, with the fuperintendance of morfey 
arifing from all the public revenues in the whole 
extent of their territory, with the examination 
of the accounts of the adminiftration of com- 
munes ; and with deliberating on demands 
which may be made tor the intereft of their de- 
partment. , 

11. The adcpiniftrators in every part of the 

. republic, muft be confidered as the delegates of 
the national government in every thing that re- 
lates to the execution of the laws and general 
adminiftration ; and as the particular agents of 
that portion of citizens refiding in their terri • 
tory, in every thing that concernsonly their lo- 
cal and particular interefts. 

12. Under the firft of thefe relations, they are 
cffentially fubordinate to the orders and infpecr 
tion of the executive council. 

13. The legiflative body (hall determine, by 
particular laws, the rules and mode of their 
funftions in every part of adminiftration entruft- 
ed to them. 

14. They cannot in any cafe intermeddle in 
the part of general adminiftration entrufted by 
the government to particular agents, fuch as the 
adminiftration of the land or naval forces, or the 
management of eftablifliments, arfenals, maga- 
zines, ports, and works belonging to them ; a 
rcferve being, however, made, in regard to the 

infpeftion 
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itifpcftion which may be afligncd t^ tkcm Otcjt 
any of thefe objedts, the extent and mode of 
which muft be determined by the law. 

15. The executive council fhall chuFc in eath 
department, from the members of the council, 
a national commiffioner, who (hall be charged 
to correfpond with the executive council, and 
to fuperintend and enforce the execution of the 
law. The commiffioner fhall be renewed when 
he ceafes to be a member oi the adminiftra* 
tion. 

16. The adminiftrators of departments have a 
right to annul the afts of fub-adnliniftratOVs, if 
their a6ts are contrary to the laws. 

17. They may alfo in the Cafe of ct)ntinual 
difobedience on the part of fub-adminiftrators^ 
or when they (hall endanger the public fafety and 
tranquility, fufpend them from theif fuhftioos, 
being bound to communicate this without delay 
to the executive council, who muft either con- 
firm or annul the fufpenfion. 

18. The executive council, when the adftii- 
niftrators of departments have not employed 
the power delegated to them by the above arti- 
cle, fhall be bound to annul diredlly the afts oF 
the fub-adminiftrators, and may cenfure the con- 
duftof any of them, and fufpend them from their 
functions, if there be grounds for doing fo» 

1 1 . The executive council fhall give an ac- 
count to the legiflative body of the fufpenfion of 
the different adminiftrators, which they may 
have pronounced or confirmed, agreeably to the 
preceding articles, and of the motives which 
have determined them. 

20. The adminiftrators cannot in any cafe fuf- 
pend the execution of the laws, modify or add 

, to 
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to them by new difpofitions, nor*aflume any 
thing on the atftion of juftice, or the .mode of its 
admmiftration. 

21, In each department there (hall be a trea- 
furer in correfpondence with the national frea- 
fury, and having under him a caftiier and a tel- 
ler. This treafurer (hall be appointed by the 
adminidraiive council of the department, and 
his clerks prefented by him (hall be approved 
by the council. 

i2. The members of the adminiftrations of 
department, and of inferior adminiftrations, can- 
not be tried before the tribunals for afts relative 
to their funt^ions ;. but in virtue of a delibera- 
tion of the directory of the department, in re- 
gard to the adminiftrators who are fubordinatc 
to them, and of the national council, in regard 
to members of the adminiftratiOn of the depart- 
ment; an a|)peal being however allowed in all 
cafes to the fuperior authority of the legiHativc 
body. 



SECTION II. 

Of the Mode of eleHing Admini/irators of Depart^ 
ment. 

1. The eledlion of adminiftrators of depart- 
ment (hall be made immediately by the citizens 
of each depaitment convened in the primkry af- 
femblies, and according to the mode prefcribed 
in the third feftion of the third title. 

2. In the cafe of vacancy by death, refigna- 
tion, or refufal, to accept in the interval between 
eledions, the citizens named (hall . be replaced 

D by 
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by one of the fuppleans, according ^o the order 
ot plurality of votes. 

3. One half of the members of the adminiftra- 
tive bodies (hall be renewed every two years, 
three months after the epoch fixed fortheele&ion 
of the legiflative body. 

4. The two members firft chofen at each 
elcdion Ihall form the direftory* 



TITLE V. 

OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC, 

SECTION I. 

Of the Organization of the E^eattive Council ef ibt 

Republic. 

1. The executive council of the republic Ihall 
be compofed of feven general agents, or mini- 
ftcrs, and a Secretary. 

2. There Ihall be, 

1. A miniftcr of legiflation. 

2. A minifter of war. 

3. A minifter for foreign affairs. 

4. A minifter of public contributions* 

5. A^ninifter of the marine. 

6. A minifter of agriculture, commerce, 

and manufaclur e 

7. A minifter of works , aids, public 

eftablilhments, and arts. 

3. Each 



( ^7 ) 

3* Each of the minifters fhall alternately pre- 
fide in the executive council, and the preiidcnt 
fhall be changed every fifteen days* 

4, The executive council is charged to exe* 
cute, and to caule to be executed all the law^ 
and all the decrees paffcd by the legiflative body, 

5, It is charged with the tranfniilTion of laws 
and decrees to the adminiftrations and tribunals; 
with certifying itfelf of the reception of them, 
and proving the reception to the legiflative body* 

6, It is abfolutely interdicted Iroai making 
any laws, even provifional, and from modifying, 
extending, or interrupting the difpofitions of 
thofe which exift under any pretence whatever. 

7^ All the agents 'of the adminiftration and 
government in all its parts are eirentially fubor- 
dinate to the executive council ; but the admi- 
niftration of juftice is only fubjeft to its fuper- 
intendance. ' 

8. It is exprefly charged to annul fuch afts of 
adminiftration, as may be contrary to the Jaw, or 
which may endanger public tranquillity, or the 
fafety of the ftate- 

9. It may fufpend from their funftions the 
members of the adminiftrative bodies, but it is 
bound at the fame time to give an account of 
fuch fufpenfion without delay to the legiflative 
body. 

10. In cafe of prevarication on their part it 
mull denounce them to the legiflative body, 
who (hall determine whether they ftiall be 
brought to trial. 

11. The council has a right to remove, replace, 
or to caufe to be replaced civil and military a- 
^ents, appointed by it, or by adminiftrators fub- 
ardinate to it ; and in cafe of criminality on 
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their part to order that they (hall be profecutcd 
before the tribunals who ought to take cogni* 
zance of their delinquency. 

12. The council is charged to denounce to the 
judicial cenfors adls and judgments in which- 
judges may have exceeded <he bounds of their 
powers. 

13. The direftion and fuperintendance of the 
naval and land armies, and in general every 
thing which concerns the external defence of 
of the ftate, are delegated to the executive 
council. 

14. It is charged to keep up the complement 
of men, which Ihall be determined on every 
year by the legiflative body ; to regulate their 
proceedings, and to diftribute them in the ter* 

■ ritories of the republic, as it (hall judge neccf- 
fary; to provide them with arms, accoutrements^ 
'and provifions^ and for this purpofe to pafs all 
the neceflary cqntrads, to choofe agents to af- 
fift it, and to eiiforce obfervation of the laws rc- 
fpccting the mode of military prottiotion, and 
laws or regulations for the difcipline of the ar-. 
m^ies. 

* 15. The executive council Ihall deliver brc;-- 
vets or cpramiffions to fuch public fundlionaries, 
as ought ro receive them. 

16. The. executive council is charged with 
drawing up a lift of the national rewards, which 
all citizens have a right to claim, according to 
the law. This lift (hall be prefented to the le- 
giflative body, who (hall determine on it at the 
opening of each fcflion. 

- 17. All affairs (hall be difcufTed^in council, 
nnd a regifter (hall be kept of its decifions. 

iS Each minifter (hall ad afterwards in his 

department 
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department in conformity to decrees of the coun- 
cil, and purfue fuch meafures in the executioa 
of tkfem in detail, as it (hall judge mod con- 
venient. 

i9. The eftabliftlment of the national treafury 
is independent of the executive council. 

20. General orders for payment, (hall be 
agreed upon in council, and given in its name. 

21. Particular orders (hall be expedited after- 
wards by e^cb member in his department, under 
his own fignature alone, and in the order he 
(hall mention the degree of c6uncil, and the la.w 
which authorifes each kind of expence. 

22. No minifter in office, or out of office, can 
be profecuted in criminal cafes for any a6b of his 
adminiftratiqn without a decree of the legislative 
body, ordering him to be brought to trial. 

23. The legiflative body (ball have the. right 
of ordering one or more members of the legifla- 
tive body to be brought to trial in a fitting fet 
aparl^ for that objeft alone. 

24. A report shall be made on tile fafts, and 
the dicuffion cannot be opened on bringing a 
minifter to trial, until he has been heard. 

25. In pronouncing that he (hall be brought to 
trial, the legiflative body (hall determine, whe- 
ther there be grounds to profecute for fimple 
removal, or for forfeiture. 

. 26. In the cafe the legiflative body shall think 
it there duty to profecute, for fimple removal^ 
in the courfe of three days, there shall be drawn 
up an cxpofition of the fads, which cannot be 
qualified. 

27. One national jury only shall bd convened in 
eight days; they (hall afterwards pronounce on 
the faSs not qualified : there shall, or shall not, 

. be 
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begrounds for removal ; and the tribunal, after 
the declaration of the jury sh^ll pronounce the 
removal of the member of the council, or dif- 
miflion from his fu«ftions. 

28. If the legiflative body order a profecution 
on forfeiture, the report on which the decree 
has been paffed, and the pieces which have 
ferved as abafis for it, shall be delivered to the., 
national accufer within twenty-four hours, and 
the national jury of accufation, shall be con- 
voked within the fame period, 
•. 29. In every cafe, whether of fimple removal,, 
or of forfeiture, the decree for bringing to trial 
a member of the executive council, shall imply 
of courfe, that his funftipns are fufpended, untif 
judgement shall be given; and during the trial he 
shall be replaced by one of the fuppleans chofea 
by lot in the council. 

JO. The legiflative body, in pronouncing that 
a member of the executive council shall be 
tried, may order, if judged neceflary, that he 
«hall be kept in fight. 

31. The decrees of the legiflative body, on 
bringing a, member of the executive couiicil to 
trial, shall be paffed by a figned fcrutiny, and the 
nominal refult of the votes shall be printed and 
published. 

32. The removal of a member of the council 
shall take place in cafe of incapacity or manifcfl 
negleft. 

33. In cafe of death, refignation^ or refufal 
to accept, the members of the executive council 
shall be replaced by their fuppleans, in the order 
in which they ftand in the lift. 

34. In cafe of ficknefs, after being authorifed 
by the council, they may call fro tempore io their 

fun<Sions 
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fundions one of their fuppleans according totheir 
choice. 

SECTION 11. 

Of the Mode lofthe EleBion of the Executive 
Council*' 

I. Theeledlionof the members of the execu- 
tive council fhall be made immediately by all 
the citizens of the republic in their primary af- 
femblies. 

II. Every member of the council fhall be 
armed by a feparate fcrutin. 

III. Every voter for^ the fcrutin of prefenta- 
tion Ihall name in a bulletin the citizen whom 
he fhall believe the moft capable. 

IV. The refult of the fcrutins of every pri- 
mary alFembly fhall be fent to the adminiftration 
of the department, where the revifion fhall take 
place, with the forms, and with the delay pre- 
ifcribed by the third feQion of title third. 

V. The revifion having taken pliace,* the Ad- 
miniftration of the department fhall publifh the 
names of thirteen candidates, who fhall have 
obtained the greater number of fufFrages, pro- 
vided* that they fhall at leaft have obtained a 
hundred. 

VI. There fhall be made a fubfidiary lift of 
eight candidates, who fhall have obtained, after 
the firft thirteen, the greater number of fufFrages. 
Thefe two lifts fhall mention the number of fuf- 
Frages which each of them fhall have obtained. 

VII. The lifts of the departments which fhall 
not contain the number of thirteen candidates, 

having 
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having collcaed the greater number of fuffrages, 
ihall remain incomplete^ and fhaii neverthelefs 
be valid. 

VIII. Thefe lifts (hall be addrefled to the 
legiflative body within a period of eight days: 
It (hall caufe them to be printed^ and fhall fetid 
them to all the depr.;*tments. 

IX. Six weeks after the publication of the 
lifts of each department, the legiflative body (hall 
form a definitive lift of prefentation in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

X. it fhall fupprefs, in the lift of each depart* 
ment, the candidates who (hall have declared ei- 
ther that they cannot, or do not chufe to accept, 
and it (hall replace them by the candidates taken 
in the fubfidiary lift in their department, accord- 
ing to the order of their infcription. 

XL The preference (hall be regulated in the 
formation of the definitive lift of prefentation, 
between the candidates contained in each lift, by 
the number of departments of which they (hall 
have obtained the votes; and in cafe of equality 
by 'the number of voices .which they (hall have 
obtained. 

XII. The definitive lift of prefentation for 
each place of the council, fhall be compofed of 
thirteen candidates. 

XI! I. The primary afTemblies fhall be con- 
voked by the legiflative body, to proceed to the 
fc rutin of nomination, a month after the publi-.- 
cation of this lift. 

XIV. Every voter (hall infcribe on his bul- 
letin of two columns, namely on the firft, the 
candidates whom he prefers: and on the fecond, 
the fix candidates whom he (hall judge the moft 
worthy to be his fuppleans. 

- XV. The 
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' XV. the i-evifion of the refalts of the ftrutin 
of the primary afl'emblies of each departmenti 
fliall be madfe by the admrniftration of the de- 
partment, printed; publifhed, and fent within a 
period of eight days, to the legiflative body. , 

XVI. Within fifteen day;s after the expiration of 
that period, the legiflative body ftiall proclaim the 
general refult of the fcru'tins of the departments. 

XVII. The candidate, who ftiali obtain the 
ab folate majority by the general revifion of in- 
dividual fuffrages^ infcribed on the firft column, 
fliall be chofen. If none of the candidates ob- 
tainv^this niajority, it ftiall be formed by uniting 
and adding the fuffrages, infcribed on the two 
columns: he who fnallhave obtained the greatcfl: 
number of them, fliall be chofen.' 

XVIIL There fhall be formed of the fix can- 
didates, who fliall have had the greater number ' 
of fliffrages after the citizen chofen, a lift offiip- 
pleans deftined to replace him. 

XIX. The general regulations with refpeO: to 
the eleftibns exprefled in the third feftipn of title 
third, fliall be applicable to all the particular 
cafbs, which are not provided for in the pre- 
ceding article. 

XX. The members of the council fliall be 
chofen for two years. The half fliall 'i)e renewed 
every year, but they mav be re-elefted. 

XXI. The primary afiemblie's fliall meet every 
year, the firft Sunday of the month of January, 
for the eleftiqn 'of the members of the council ; 

^and all the eleftiohs fhall take place at one time, 
"aAdiri *theTame fittings, for all the places of the 
.council, though by a feparate fcrutin for each. 

XXin After the firft eleflion, the four fneijo- 

hkrs of the cbuticili who ought to be renewed 

-•-'• E the 
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Ac firft, Ihall go out by loti an4 the tbrce 
members who fiiall not bave gone out, as well a^ 
the Tecretary, fliall be renewed at the following 
eleftion. 

SECTION III. 

Of the Relation of the Executive Council to the 
Legijlative Body. 

1. The executive council is bound at the 
opening of the feflion of the legiflative body to 
prefent to it every year an eftimate of the ex- 
pences to be made in every part of the adminU 
ftration, and the account of the emplyment of 
the fums which were deftined for the preceeding 
year; it is charged to point out die abules^ 
which may have been introduced in the govern- 
ment. 

2. The executive council may propofe to the 
legiflative body to take into conGderation the 
objefts which ftiall appear to it to require 4if- 
patch. It may not, however, in any cafe bring 
forward its opinion with refpeft to legiflative re* 
gulations, till after the formal invitation of,, the 
legiflative body. 

3. If in the interval of the fefljons of thp 
' legiflative body, the intereft of the republic re- 
quire its fpeedy re-aflembling, the executive 
council is bojind to convoke it. 

4. The afts of correfpondence with the legifla- 
tive body fliall be figned by the prefident of tHc 
council and the Secretary. 

5.. The members of the executive council, ffiailt 
be admitted into the legiflative body ; when t\^y 

' . sh^ 
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ffiaft havii'tb i*atf tncmorials ; or to giVe expla- 
nilioiis, tfac^y stiaU have there a place alloted for 
them. ^ 

6. ^ht legiljative body may Iikewife call a 
isieixiber of the council to give them an account 
of what refpeSs his adminiftration, and to give 
them the explinatiotis and inftrudions which 
shall be demanded of him. 



TITLE VI. 

OF THE NATIONAL TREASURY AND OF THE 
BUREAU OF ACCOUNT. 

u There shall be three commiffioners of the 
liatiohal treafury chofen as the members of the 
executive council of the republic, and, kt the 
fame time> but by a feparate fcrutin. 

3. The duration of their funftions shall be 
three years, and one of them renewed every 
'year. 

3. The two candidates, who shall have ob- 
tained the greater number of fuffrages after him, 
who shall have been chofen, shall be the fup- 
pleants. 

4. The commiffioners of the treafury shall he 
/ charged to fuperintend the receipt of all the 
- national revenues^ to order the payment of all the 

£ a ' public 
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public expences, to keep an open account of ex- 
pence and of receipt, with all the receivers and.^ 
payers, who ought to account with the national 
treafury; and to hokl with the treafurers of the 
departments and the adminiftrations^ the cor&. 
tefpondence neceflary to fecure the exaQ and 
regular coming in of the funds. 

V. They can pay nothing under penalty of 
forfeiture ; ift, except in virtue of a decree of 
the legiflative body, to the amount of the funds 
decreed by it for each object ; 2dly, after a deci- 
fion of the Executive Council; gdly, on the fig* 
nature of the Minifter of each department. 

Vr. They cannot likewife, under penalty of 
forfeiture, order any payment, if the order 
of expence figned by the Minifter of the De- 
partment, which the particular expence refpefts^ 
does not mention the date of the decifion of 
the executive Council, and of the decrees of 
the Legiflative Body, which have ordained the 
payment. 

VII. There fhall be named three Commif. 
fioners of National Account, in the fame man- 
ner, at the fame period, and according to the 
mode prefcribed for the CommiiHoners of the. 
National Treafury. 

VIII. They fhall likewife be named for 
three years; one of them ihall.beTenewed each 
year, and they (hall alfo have two fuppleans. 

IX. The Commifljoners of Account fhall 
be charged to caufe to be given in, at the pe- 
riods fixed Jby. tlje law, the. accjounts of , the,, 
different perfons accountable, accompanied 
with the prober vouchers, and to proceed to the 
audit and judgment of thefe accounts, 

X. The Legifjative Body fliall forni every 

* >. * year, 
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year» for. this objedt^ a lift of two hundred 
jurors. 

XI. For the audit and the judgment of each 
account, there fhall be formed from that lift a 
jury of 31 perfons, of whom the perfon ac- 
countable fhall have the right of refufing fcven, 
and the Executive Council other feven. 

XIL If the accufers do not reduce the num- 
ber of the jury to feven,. the jurors not refufed 
fhall be reduced to that number by lot. 

XtIL One of the Commiflioners of Account 
fliall be charged to.prefent the vojuchers to each 
juror, to make to him the obfervations which 
he fhall judge proper, and to give him all thp in- 
ftrudtions neceftary, in, order to qualify him to 
form his decifion. - 

TITLE VII. . 

OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODY. 
SECTION I. 

Of the OrgavSzation of the Legiftative Bodj^, and 
of the mode of EleHion of the Members who com* 
pofe it. 

I. THE Legiflative Body is one. It fhall be 
compofed of only one chamber, and renewed 
every year. 

II. The Members of the Legiflative Body 
fhall be named by the citizens of each Depart- 
ment, collefted in primary Affembliqs, with the 
forms, and according to the mode prefcribed by 
the third Sedion of Title III. 

HI. The primary Affemblies fhall meet for 

this 
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this objeft the firft Sunday of the month of Miy 
of each year, 

IV- The number of Deputies, which each ' 
Department fhall fend to the Legiflative Body^ 
Ihall be fixed by the fole ftandard of population, 
and in the proportion of one Deputy for fifty 
thoufand fouls. The number of fuppleans fhall 
be equal to that of Deputies. 

V* The broken numbers (hall give one Dc* 
puty more for each Department, when they 
Ihall exceed twenty thoufand fouls, and no 
regard fliall be paid to them, when they do not 
exceed that number- 

VI. Every ten years, the Legiflative Body 
(hall announce the number of Deputies, which 
each Department ought to furniili, according 
to the ftatements of population, which have 
been fent to them every year; but during this 
this interval, no change can be made in the na- 
tional reprefcntation^ 

VIL The Deputies from each Department 
(hall meet on the firft Monday in July at the 
place which fhall have been appointed by a de- 
cree of the preceding legiflature, or, if no de- 
cree for that purpofe fhall have been paffed, 
then at the place where the faid Icgiflaturc had 
held its fittings. 

VIII. If during the firft fifteen days after 
their meeting there fhall not be more than 200 
Deputies affembled, they fhall not proceed 
to any legiflative aft; but they fliall order 
the abfent members to attend their duty without 
delay. 

IX. During this interval the oldefl member 
prefent fhall prefide at their fittings; and in 
cafe of preffing nccefCty, the afliambly may take 

meafuics 
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'ineafures for the general fafety, the execution 
of which, however, (hall be only provifional, 
and fhall ceafe and deternnme at the end of 
fifteen days, unlefs the meafures are confirmed 
by a new deliberation of the legiflativc body 
definitively conftituted. 

X. The members who fhall not have taken 
their feats within the fpace of one month from 
the firft day of the meeting, fliall be replaced by 
their fappleans. 

XI. At the end of the firfl fifteen days, what- 
ever may be the number of 'members prefent^ 
or as foon as upwards of 200 of them fhall have 
met and verified their powers, they fhall de- 
clare themfelves to be a national legiflativc 
afTembly; and when theafTembly fiiall have been 
organized by the eleBion of a prcGdent and 
fccretarieSj it fhall enter upon the exercife of 
its fundliona. 

XIL The fundlions of the prefident and 
fecretaries Ihall be temporary; and fhall not be 
exercifcd by the fame perfons for a longer time 
than one month. 

XIIL The members of the legiflativc body 
fhall not at any time be profecuted, impeached, 
or tried for any thing which they may have faid 
or written in the exercife of their funfltons* 

XIV. They may be apprehended for cri- 
minal afls, when taken in the fact; but notice 
thereof fhall be immediately given to the le- 
giflativc body, and no proceeding fhall be had 
againft ih^m until the legiflative body Ihall 
have declared that there is ground for profc- 
curion. 

XV- Except in criminal cafes, when they 
arc taken in the fa£l| the members of the Ic** 

giflative 
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giflative body (hall not be carried before any 
officer of pdlice> or confined, until the Icgifla- 
tive body fhall have firft declared that there are 
grounds for proceeding againft them. 



SECTION IL 
Of iht FunBions oj the Legijlaiive Body^ 



\ 



!• To the legiflative body alone belongs the 
full entire eXercife of legiflation. 

2. Laws refpeBing the conftitution are alone 
e>£cepted from the preceding article. 

3. The atSs emanating from the legiflative 
body are divided into clafies^ laws and decrees. 

4* The charafleri (tics of the former are their 
generality and indefinite duration; of the latter, 
their local or partial application, and the ne- 
cefiity of their being renewed at a certain fixed 
period. 

5. Under the denomination of Laws^ fhall be 
comprehended all Arts relating to civil and 
criminal legiflation and police, general i'egula- 
tions refpefling the national domains and efta- 
blifliflnents^ the different branches of general 
Adminidration^ and the public revenue, the 
ftandard, weight, imprefTion and denomination 
of coins, the nature and affeflment of taxes, and 
the penalties neceffary to enforce the colle£lion 
of them. 

6, Under the denomination of Decres, fliall 
be comprehended the Afts of the Legiflative 
Body refpefting, ill, The annual eftablifhmcnts 
of the army and navy, the pcrmiflion or prohibi- 
tion of the introduvfciou of foreign troops into 

I the 



( 41 ) 

the ports of the Republic, the annuaV limitatipn 
. of the public expcnce, the amount of indired: 
' taxes: 2dly, The precautions neceffary for re- 
gularity of its proceedings; and fuch others as 
Ihall not maintaining the public fafety and tran- 
quillity, the annual or temporary diftribucion of 
the public works, and relief to the neccfTitous, 
all unforefcen and extraordinary expences, or- 
ders refpedting new coinage, and the meafures 
which may relate to a particular place. Depart- 
ment, or Municipality, fuch as the making of 
, new roads, canals, &c. : 3dly, Declarations of 
war, ratification of treaties, and every thing that 
relates to foreign affairs : 4thly, The exer- 
cife of the refponfibility of Members of the 
Council, public officers, and the profecution 
and trial of perfons charged with the crime of 
plotting againft the general fafety of the Republic, 
the internal difcipline of the L'egiflative AfTem- 
bly, and the difpofal of the armed force eftablifh- 
ed in the town or city where it fliall hold its 
meetings. 

7. Extraordinary meafures taken for fecuring 
general fafety, and maintaining public tranqui- 
lity, cannot be continued for more than fix 
months ; at the expiration of which term they fliall 
ipJo/aSo^ ceafe to operate, unlefs continued by 
a new decree. 



SECTION IIL 

Holding of Sittings^ and Formation of the Law. 

I. THE deliberations of the Legiflativc Body 
(hall be public, and the minutes of its proceed- 
ings printed. 

F a. Both 
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i. Both Laws and Decrees fliall be pafTed^ fcy 
an abfolute majority of votes* 

3. No propofition Ihall be debated, unlefs re 
duced to writing. 

4. The only exceptions to the above article, 
fhall be refolutions refpefting the police of the 
AfTembly,, the order and relate to Icgiflation, and 
rtie general adminiftration of the Republic, 

5. No Law or decree fliall pafs without hav- 
ing pi-evioufly gone through two deIiberationS| 
the former of which Ihall decide only upon the 
admiflioii of the plan, and its reference to a new 
examination; and the fecond ftiall decide the 
quellion of its final adoption or rejeflion, 

6. The plan of a decree or law fliall be de-» 
livered to the Prefident by the member who pro- m 
pofes it; it Ihall then be read, and if the arfem-* n 
bly does not upon the bare reading, difpofe of 

it by the previous qucftion, it fliall be printed, 
and copies of it diftributed, and fliall not be 
debated, till after the expiration of eight days 
fubfequent to the diftribution, unlefs the aflTcm-* 
bly fliall agree to rtiorten that term. 

7. The plan, after a debate upon the princi-^ 
pie or the amendmentSj may be rejefted, ad— 
jaurned> referred to a committee, or admitted, 

8. In cafe of its being admitted, it fhall be re- 
ferred to the confideration of the bureau to bo 
formed ant;! organized as hereafter direfled* 

9. The bureau fliall be bound to make its re,, 
port within the fpace of a fortnight, or as much M 
fuoner as it fliall judge fit, ■ 

10. It may prefent either the fame plan, or a , 
new one on the fame fubjed; but if it prefents a ■ 

yf one, or amendments to the old one, or addi- ' 
^1 articles to the fame, itfliali be printed with 

amcn4^ 
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amendments or additions^ and not takeii intd 
confideration before the expiration of eight day* 
after printed copies fhall have been diftributed* 

!!• The Afl'ernbly may, nev^'thelefs, if it 
thinks fit, give the preference to the original 
plan. 

la. No ne>v propofition, wliettier an additional 
article, or plan of a decree can be adopted and 
decreed until it fliall have been previoufly ad- 
mitted, referred to the bureau, and undergone 
the proof of a new report conformably to what it 
is prefcribed in the preceding articles, 

^3. The legiflative body may, when it fhall 
think that it would be for the public good^ 
fhorten the delay fixed by the article 9 and 10, 
but fuch- a determination mud be the refult of 
fcrutjny, and of a majority of votes. 

14. If the queftion is carried, that a meafure 
propofed is of a prefling nature and deferving 
of confideration, the legiflative body fhall fix 
the day on which it fhall be debated, or fhall 
refolve that it be difpofed of before the rifing of 
the afTembly. 

15. The head or title of the law or decree 
fliall attefl, in the following manner^ that thefa 
forms have been duly obferved. 

LAW OR DECREE. 

" Propofed the— — day of— —admitted and 

, *' referred to the bureau the— reported and 

"^•^ debated the——, conformable to the confli- 

<* tution, or by virtue of a deliberation of the 

** , in which all theneceffity of the meafure 

** Was declared/' 

16. No law or decree that fhatl have been 

Fa palled 
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paffed without having gone through ibtfe fovms 
(hall have the force of law^ or be carried into 



execution. 



SECTION IV. 

Formation oj the bureau. 

, 1. There fhall be formed every .month a bu- 
reau, confifting of 13 members of the legiflative 
body, which fhall be direeled to make areport 
upon all plans of laws or decrees, which (hall 
have been admitted, and referred to the faid 
bureau. 

2. The nomination of thefe thirteen members 
fhall be by a. double fcrutiny of prefentation and 
eledlion. ^ 

(2. Every month the names oi 13 departments 
fhall be drawn by lot. The deputation of every 
department fo drawn fhall name to the fcru- 
tin one of its members 10 compofe the bu- 
reau). 

3. The lift of prefentation fhall contain 26 
names. , 

(3. The drawing by lot fhall take plac« only 
between fuch departments as fhajl not have 
been already drawn.) 

4. The fcrutin of ele£lion fhall be- by a bul- 
letin with one fingle column; each member of 
the affembly fhall write in^ his bulletin the 
name of the 13 candidates whom he propofes, 
and the eleftion fha(ll be decided by the majority 
of votes. 

(4. At the end of fix months the drawing 
"^ fhall 
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fiiall b<igin anew, and be carried on inontlily 
among all the departments). 

5. No member fhall be eleSed twice to the 
bureau during the fame legiflature. 

(5. The departments that (hall be drawn 
twice, fhall not appoint the fame members a fe- 
cond time to the bureau!. 

6. Each bureau fhall preferve the reports of 
plans admitted and referred to in the courfe of 
the moath for which it was formed. 



TITLE VIII. 

or THE CENSORSHIP OF THE PEOPE, ON THS 

ACTS OF NATIONAL REPRESENTATION, 

AND OF THE RIGHT OF PETITION. 

1. When a cirizen fhall. think it ufeful, or 
neccffary, to awaken the attention of the repre- 
fentatives of the people, concerning coiiiftitu- 
tional and legiflative afts, or afts of general ad- 
itiiniftration, in order to obtain yhe reform of an 
exifting law, or the enadting of a new law, he 
fhall haye the right to require, from the office of 
his primary allembly, a convocation, on fome 
Sunday as foon as poflible, to deliberate on his 
propoHtion. 

2. This 
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2. This propofition mufl: be farmally ftated fit 
the aft of requifition, and explained in the mod 
iimple terms, without entering or inquiring into 
motiv^cs, 

3. The requifition to be efFcdtual, muft be 
approved and figncd by fifty citizens; refidem 
within the limits of this individual primary af- 
fembly- 

4. Th^ office to which the requifition muft be 
addreded, fhall verify^ by the lift of members 
of the primary afTembly, whether the pcrfons, 
fi:;ning and approving the requifition, have the 
right of fuffrage; and, if they have, the affcmbly 
muft be convoked the Sunday following. 

5. The alfcinbly being formed, the prefidcnt 
ftiail read the propofition ; the difcuffion fhall im^ 
mediately begin, and may be continued the fol- 
lowing days, but the decifion fhall be adjourned 
to the Sunday after, 

6. On the appointed day the fcrulin fliall be- 
gin by yes or no on the queftion : Is there 
oris there not occafion to deliberate? 

7. If the majority fhal! vote, there is occafion 
to deliberate, the office fliall then convoke the 
primary affemblies, of the places fituated in the 
arrondiflbment of the fame commutie, to de- 
liberate concerning the objcd announced in the 
requifiiion. 

t. The office fhall add, to this requifition, 
a CummdiTy procfs vcrbaloi the deliberation of the 
primary aflembly to which it belongs; End a col- 
lated copy of the demands of the citizen, who 
called for this deliberation. 

g. On this requifition, the members of the 
offices of the primar)^ affemblies, to which it fliall 
be addreffed, fliall convoke each their aflembly, 

according 
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according to the forms prefcribed ; and fhall ad- 
drefs the refults to the office which fhall firft have 
made the rcquifition, 

10. If the majority of the voters in the prima- 
ry affcmblics of the commune fhall declare that 
there is occafion to deliberate on the propofition, 
the office fhall addrefs the proces verbal of their 
operations to the adminillration of the depart- 
ment; together with the general refult of the 
fcrutiny of the primary afTemblies of the com- 
inunc> which fhall have been confiiltcd. At the 
fame time, it fhall require the adminiftralion to 
convoke the primary aU'emblies of the department 
to deliberate on the fame propofition. 

11. The general convocation cannot be re^ 
fufed; it fliall take place within fifteen days, and 
the primary afTemblies fhal! deliberate in the 
fame Forms; and fhal! addrefs in like manner the 
refult of their deliberations to the adminillration 
of the department. 

13. The general drawing fhall be publicly 
made, and the refult shall be published and 
fixed up in the chief place of the primary af- 
femblies of the department* 

13. If the majority of the primary afTemblies 
shall decide, that there is caufe to deliberate, the 
adminiflration of the department shall addrefs the 
refult of their deliberations to the legiflative 
body ; with an enunciation of the propofition 
they have adopted, and a demand to take the 
queflion into confidcration. 

14. This rcquifition shall be printed wirhoiit 
delay, diflributed to all the members, publiclv 
fixed up in the interior of the ball, and referred 
to comniifTioncrs, to maHc a report within eight 

d4ys. 
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15, After the report of commiffioncrs, th« 
difcuflion of the queftion propofed shall open, be 
continued, and adjourned for a week at leaftj 
and it fhall be finally decided, within the next 
fifteen daysj whether there is or is not caufe to 
deliberate, 

16. This qucftion fhall be voted on by a 
fcrutin, figned, and the rcfult of the votes by 
name fhall be printed, and fent to all the de- 
partments, 

17, If the majority be for the affirmative, 
the Icgiflaiive body fhall refer the adopted 
propofition to comrainiQners, that in a term, 
not exceeding fifteen days, they may prefcnt a 
plan for a decree. 

18. The plan of the decree fliall be dircufTcd, 
rejeded, or admitiedj and, in the latter cafc^ 
fhall be returned to the office, according to 
the general rules prefcribed for the making of 
laws. 

ig. If the majority rejecSt the propofition, 
and declare there is no caufe for deliberation, 
a lift of the votes fhall in like manner be fent 
to all the departments: In every cafe, whether 
the legiflative body admit or rejedt the propofi* 
tion the deliberation on the previous queftion 
fhall be ftated, with its motives, and fent to all 
the departments, 

ao. If the revocation of the decree, which 
has decided on the previous queflion, or of the 
law, which ha^ been made in confequence of 
the propofition, be demanded by the primary 
affemblies of another department; the legiflative 
body, after having diffcuffed the propofition, shall 
be obliged immediately to convoke all the pri- 
mary allemblies of the republic, to know their 
opinion concerning the propofition, 

21. The (jueflion fliall be dated in the de» 
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tree of the convocation, according to the fol- 
lowing manner; 

Is there occafion to deliberate, yes or no^ 
Concerning the report on the decree of the le-. 
giflative body, dated the which 

admitted or rejefted the following propofi- 
lion : — 

. 2a* If it be decided by a majority of votes 
^ in the primary aHemblies, that there is caufc 
to deliberate on the report of the decree^ the 
legiflative body ihall be renewed; and the 
members who have voted for the decree, fhall 
neither be re-elefted, nor named candidates 
for members of the legiOaiivebody, during an 
interval of one legiflaturc, 

23. The regulacion of the preceding article, 
concerning the members who /hall have vored 
for the decree, fhali not take place, unlefs the 
cenforship be exercifed, and a revocation de- 
manded within a year, dating from the day of 
voting the decree, or the law, 

24. If in the interval, which may paft be- 
tween the decree and the announcing of the 
general vote of the primary .idemblies, a new 
legiflative copy Jhall have been elefted, and if 
feveral of the members, who shall have voted 
for the decree, have been re-ele£led, they shall 
be obliged, immediately after the announcing 
of the general will concerning the revocaling 
of the decree, to cede their places to their fup- 
pleans, 

25. If the renewing of the legidative body 
{hall take place in confequence of the twenty- 
fccond article, the eprch of the new eletflion 
fhall only be anticipated: the new legiHative 
body fhall conclude the term of the legiOature, 
which it has replaced, and ihall nbt be ren^wr^ 
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itfelf till the epoch <>f ihe annual eteclions ap- 
pointed by law. 

26. After the renewal of the legiflative body, 
the new legiflaiure, within fifteen days after they 
IhalJ be conftituted a deliberative aflembly, fhall 
|)e obliged to bring the queftion of the revoca- 

||ion into di{cuffion, according to the form pre- 
[fcribed in articles twenty-five, twenty-Gx, and 
ifollowing ; and its decifion ftiall likewife be fub-» 
•fiiitied to the right of cenforfhip* 

27. Every law, and in general every aft of 
legiflation, which fliall be contrary to the confti- 
tution fhall befubjeSedto theright of cenforfhip. 

28. The exceptions fhall formally be, thofe of 
decrees and afls of fimple adminiftration^ deli- 

• berations that relate to partial and local intereftitt 
the cxercife of infpeftion and of police over pub- 
lic funflionaries, and meafuresthat relate to ge- 
neral fafcty, unlefs ihey (hall have been renewed. 

29. The legiflative bodv, w^henever it fhall 
think proper, may confult the will of (he citizens^ 
convened in their primary afTemblies, relative to 
queflign.s which eflentially intereft the whole re- 
public. Thefe queftions fhall be reduced to a 
iimple ahernaiive : yes, or no. 

30. Independent of the right of cenforfhip 
over the laws, citizens, individually, or collec- 
tively, Ihall have the right to petition the confti- 
tuted authorities, on fubjcds of private and per- 
fonal intereft, 

31. They fliall only be fubjeQ^d in the exer- 
cife of this right to the progreflive order, efta- 
blifhed by the conftitution, cxifting among the 
vraious conftituted authorities. 

32. The citizens fliall likewife have the light to 
demand an enquiry into the conduct of pubUc 
fiintiionaries, in cafe of abu five power and viola- 
lions ofthe law. 
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TITLE IX- 



OF KAtlONAL CONVENTIONS. 

I, A national convention fhall be convoKcd, 
wtienever the reform of a conftitutional aft, or 
the changing or modifying any of its pans, or, 
in fine, when any addition to it fhall be in agi- 
tation. 

8. The legiQative body (hall take charge of 
this convocation, when it (hall bethought necef- 
fary by a majority of the citizens of the repub-i ; 

Plic ; it fhall appoint the town in which the con-. : 
vcntinn Ihail hold its fittings; but this IhaU al- 
ways be at the diftance of fifty leagues' from the 
town where the legiflative body IhaU fit* ^ 

3, The convention 'and the legiflative body 
fhall have the right to change the place of their 
fittings ; but the diftance of fifty leagues fliall 
;ilways be obferved. 

4, In the {twentieth year 
of the conftitutional att, 
(hall call a convention^ to 
the conftitution, 

5* Each ciiizen fliall have thp right to demand 
the calling of a convention, for a reform of the 
conftitution; but this right fliall be fubjcSed to 
the forms and rules eftablilbed for the exercife of 
the right of cenforfliip, 

6, If the majority of voters, in the primary 
aGTemblies of a departDfient, demand the con- 
voking of a national convention, the legiflative 
bodyfliall immediately be obliged to confult the 
G a citizeni 



after the acceptation 

the legiflative body 
revife and improve 



primary 
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citizens of the vTiole republic, in their 
afiemblics; and, if a majority of votes adopc the 
affirmative, the conveniion fhall take place with* 
out delay. 

7. The legiflative body may alfo, whenever 
it fliall think neceflary, propofe the convoking 
of a national convention , bat this convention 
fliall not take place, unlefs it be approved by 
a majority of the people; and, in this cafe, the 
members of the legiflative aflembly fhall not be 
elecfted members of the national convention. 

8, The convention ftiall be formed of two 
members from each department, with two fup- 
pleans; and ftiall be eleSed in the fa ' e manner 
as the mcimbers of the legiflative afTemblies. 

g. The conveniion fhall only employ itfelf in 
prefenting to the people apian of conftitution, 
improved and purged of the faults which expe- 
rience fhall have made known. 

-lO. All the eftabiifhed authorities fliall con-* 
tinue their funftions, till the new conftitution 
fhall have been accepted by the people, accord- 
ing to the regulation of the exifting conftitutionj 
and till the new authorities fhall have been 
formed and put in atlion* 

11. If the plan of the reform of the confli- 
tution be rejefted, during the two firfl months 
after the epoch when the will of the people fhall 
have been manifefted, the convention fhall pre- 
fent to the vote of the citizens thofe qaeftion* 
concerning which they think it requiiite to know 
their wilL * '*^ ' • 

12. The new plan, formed acCorfling to that 
declared wilt, fliall be prefented, for acceptation 
to the people in the ufual form* 

13. If it be rcjeftcdj the national convention 
fhall be fully difTolved; and the legiflative body 
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fliall immediately Gonfult the primary afTemblieft 
IQ know whethen it be necellary to call a new 
convention. 

14. The members of the convention can 
neither be attached, accufed nor tried at, any 
time, for any thing they might have faid^ or writ- 
ten^ in the excrcife of their fundlibns : nor cati 
they be put upon their trial in any cafe, except 
byadecifion of the convention itfelF. 

15. Immediately after its aflcmbling, the ccm^ 
vention may regulate the order and progreffion 
pf its labours, as it fhall think convenient; but 
|ts tittings fliall always be held in public. 



TITLE X. 

OF THE ADMINISTKATION OF JUSTlCt. 

SECTION I. 



General Rules* 

t. There (hall be one civil and criminal code, 
common to the whole republic* 

2, Juftice fhall be adminiftered in public, by 
jurors and judges. 

3, The judges (hall be periodically eledlcd, 
and paid by the republic* 

4» They fliall be renewed at no periods ex- 
cept at thofe regulated by tHe conftitutional adr. 
^. Judicial fun£lioD5 cannot in any cafe^ or 
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under any pretext^ be exercifed by the legHlative 
body; nor by the executive council : nor by the 
adminiftrative and manitipal bodies. 

6- Courts of law and judges (hall not inter-* 
fere, in the exercife of the legiflativc powcr-j 
they fhall neither interpret nor extend, impede 
nor fufpend the execution of the laws; they fhall 
have no power over the funflions of adminiftra^ 
lion, nor cite adminidrators before them, on 
aSairs that relate to their funftions. 

7. Judges fhall be deprived of their officet 
only m confequence of forfeiture IcgaUy pro- 
nounced; nor (hall they be fufpended, except 
for an accufation that has been admitted* 



SECTION IL 



0/ Civil" jFiAjlice. 

1. The right of citizens, to tcraiinate difiniw 
tively their difputes by the means of voluntary 
arbitration, can rec^eive no infri^ngqment by the 
acflsof the legiflative power. 

2. There (hall be in every cblnmune, at lead 
one judge of peace. 

3. The judges of peace are fpeciaUy charged 
to conciliate the parties; and in cafe they fhall 
not fucceed, to pronounce definitively, and with- 
out expence, on their difputes ; they fh^^l! be re* 
newed every year, but they may be re*elefled, 

4- The number and competency of the judges 
of pta?e» fhall be determined by 4he legiflativc 
body, 

Nevenhelefs, judges of' peace cannot take 
cognizance of property and criminal matters^ 
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nor exercifc any funftion of police, or of admU 

Iniftradon. 
5. The juftice rendered by a judge of peacc^ 
can never be conlidered as a part of litigated 

(juftice (juftice conientieufej, 
6. In all difputes — other than fuch as are 
within the jurifdiftion of the juftice of peace, 
the citizens (hall be boond to fubmit in the firft 
place to arbitrators chofen by them. 
I 7* In cafe of an appeal againft the deciGons 
' rendered by the arbitrators, in virtue of the pre- 
ceeding article, the citizens fhall profecute their 
fuft before the civil jury, 

8- There fhall be in each department, one civfl 
jury only: it fhall be compofed of a direftor of 
the jury, of a public reporter, of a national 
commiflioner, and of jurymen* 

The number of thcfe officers of jury, maybe 
augmented by the legiflative body, according to 
the wants of the deparinients. 

9. The table of the civil jury of each.depart- 
ment, fhall be formed in the following manner. 

I ft. In each primary aftembly, they fhall eledt 
every fix months, one juryman for every loO 
citizens, infcribed on the roll. 

2d, This eleftion fhall be made by one fcru- 
tin only, and by the fimple relative plurality* 

3d, Every voter fliall Cgn his bulletin, or (hall 
caufe it to be figned in his name by one of the 
members of the bureau i and fhall put down but 
one individual, whatever may be the number of 
jurymen, that his primary aflembly ought to no- 
minate. 

10. All the refident citizens in each depart-^ 
'inent, fliall be eligible by each primary afTembly. 

It* Each primary alTembJy fliall fend to the 
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the lift of the 



adfniniflration of the department, 
citizens who have obtained the greateft number 
of votes for the double fet of jurymen, that they 
have to nominate; and the admioiltratioR, after 
having formed the table of jurors, Ihall be bound 
to tranfmit them without delay to the direftor of 
the jury. 

12. Every citizen who fhall have been infcrib- 
ed twice on the table of jurymen, fhall not be 
bound to cxercife anew the functions. 

13. The choice of jurymen, fhall be made 
from the general roll of the department, by the 
parties. 

In cafe of refufal, this choice fhaU be made 
by the direftor of the jury for the parties who 
refufe, 

In cafe of abfence, this choice fhall be made 
by the national commiffioner, for the parties 
abfent and not reprefentcd, 

14^ The director, the reporter, the national 
commiflioner, and their fuppleans, fhall be im- 
mediately named by the primary affcmblies of 
the department, in the forms and according to 
the mode prefcribt^d for nominations. They 
ihall be nominated for two years, and they may 
be re-el e£lcd. 

15, The principal fun£lions of the dlredor oF 
the jury flidll be to diredt the procedure ; that of 
the reporter to make an cxpofition of the matter 
at iflue before the jury ; and that of the national 
commiflioner fliall be, 1. To require and to fu- 
perintend the due obfervance of the forms and 
of the laws in the judgments to be rendered, and 
10 caufe thefe judgments to be executed. 2. To 
defend ideots, interdicted perfons, abfent per- 
fons, pupils, paupers, minors, and widows* 
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SECTION IIL • 

Of Criminal Jujlice. 

1. The punifhment of deatlr is abolifced for 
all private offences. 

2. The right of granting^ pardon would be no 
other than the right of violating the law ; it can- 
not exift in a free government where the. law is 
equal for all. 

• 3. In criminal matters, no citizen can be 
judged but by the juries, and the puniftiment 
(hall be applied by the criminal tribunals. 

4. A firftjury Ihall declare if the accufation 
ought to be admitted or rejedled. The fadlfhall 
be tried and declared by the fecond juryf 

5. The perfon accufed ftiall have the power to 
rejeft, without affigning its motives, the number 
of jurymen that (hall be determined by the law* 

6. The jurymen who Ihall declare on the fad, 
cannot in any cafe be more in number thaa 
twelve. 

7. The perfon accufed may chufe a council; 
if he does not chufe one, the tribunal ihall no- 
nxinate one for him. 

8. No perfon acquitted by a legal jury can 
be ^ain apprehended or accufed on account of 
the iVme faft. 

9. There fhall be in each criminal tribunal a 
prefident,. two judges, and a public accufer, 
eleOred by the people for two years : they may 
be re-eled:ed. 

10. The funftions of the public' accufer fliall 
be to denounce to the diredlor of the jury, either 
officially, or in confequence' of orders given 

H them 
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them by the executive council, or by the LcgiC- 
lative body. 

I. Attacks on the perfonal liberty of citizens. 
' 2. Attacks on the rights of nations. 

3. Refiftance to the execution of judgments, 
and of all the exeputive ad:s ifTuing from the con- 
ftituted authorities. 

4. Troubles occafioned and violences com- 
mitted to interrupt the colleClfon of the revenues 
and the free circulation of provifions and other 
inerchandize. 

5. To require, during the courfeof trial, due 
regularity of forms, and before the pafling of 
judgment tjie due application of the law. 

6. To piirfue the offences on the a(5ts of ac- 
cufation admitted by the firft juries. 

7. To watch over all the officers of police in 
the department, whom he shall be bound to .ad- 
monish in cafe of negligence, and to denounce, in 
cafes of a graver nature, to the criminal tribu- 
nal. 

SECTION IV. 

Of Judicial Cenfors. 

I. There fhall be judicial cenfors who fhall 
go at fixed periods, to pronounce in each chief 
place of the dcpartnjen^ of the arrondiffement, 
which fhall be lixedupon for this purpofe. ift. 
On the quettions in appeal againfl the judgments 
rendered by the criminal tribunals and the civil 
juries. 2d. On the queflions tranfmitted from 
one tribunal to another, on account of legiti- 
mate fufpicion. 3d. On the regulations of the 
judges, and on (prifes apartie) a£lions brought 
by a party againlt the judges. 
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Thty (hall annul the judgments in. which the 
ibrms fliall have been vitiated, or which (hall con- 
tain an exprcfs contravention to (the law. 

2. The cenfors (hall be nominated for two yea^s. 
They (hall be elefted in the primary a(remblies cf 
each departmient, in the form e(labli(hed for indi* 

' vidual nominations. 

3. They can only pronounce to the number of 
four on all the appeals brought before them. 

Each divi(ion of cenfors can'not be compofed of 
fewer than four members, nor of more than feven, 
and they can never exercifc their funftions in the 
department where they were nominated. 

4. They (hall not take cognizance cf the grounds . 
of the matter in appeal, but after having annulled 
the judgment, they (hall fend the grounds of the 
procefs, either to the criminal tribunal, or to the 
civil jury, which ever ought to take cognizance of 
it. 

5. When that, after two annulments, the judg- 
ment of the third criminal tribunal of civil jury 
Ihall be attacked in the fame manner as the two 
former, the queftion can no longer be agitated be- 
fore the cenfors, without being uibmittcd to the le- 
giflative bo4y> who (hall pafs a degree declaratory 
of the law, to which the cenfors (halj be bound to 
conform. 

The national commi(rioners and the public ac- 
Gufers can, without prejudice to the parties intereft- 
cd, denounce to the cenfors the a£ts by which the 
judges may have exceeded the bounds of their 
power. 

7. The cenfors (hall annul thefe a6ls if neccfla- 
ry, and, in the cafe of forfeiture, the faft (hall be 
denounced to the legidative body by the cenfors 
who have pronounced. 
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8. The Icgiflativc body (hall put the tribunal 
into judgment^ if neceffary, and Ihall fend the ac- 
cufcd before the tribunal which ought to take cog- 
nizance of the matter. 

9. In the cafe where the pcrties do not appeal 
againft the judgments where the laws were violated, 
the judgments Ihall, in regard to the parties, have 
force of a niatter determined ; but they ftiall be 
annulled, for the public intereft, on the denuncia- 
tion of the national commiffioners and of the pub- 
lic accufers. The judges who rendered them may 
be purfued on account of the forfeiture, 

10. The time limited for an appeal to the cen- 
fors cannot, in any cafe, be either abridged or pro- 
longed on any particular caufe, nor for any indi- 
viduaL 

11. In the firft month of the feflion of the legi- 
flative body, each divifion 'of the cenfors Ihall be 
bound to fend to the legiflature the (late of the 
judgments rendered, along with each of which there 
fhall be a breviate of the matter, and the text of 
the law which fhall have determined the decifion. 

12. In the courfe of the next month, the legifla- 
tive body fhall give an account of the operations of 
the cenfors, to reprefs the abufes that may have in- 
troduced themfelves into the exercife of their func- 
tions, and to fhew the means of pcrfefting the legi* 
flation, or the adminiflration of juftice. 

13. Juftice fhall be rendered in the name of the 
republic. The executive expeditions of the judg- 
ments of the criminal tribunals, of the civil juries, 
and of the judges of peace, fhall be conceived in 
the following form ; 
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THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, 

5rV all Citizen s y the civil Jufy^ or the crimi^ 

nal tribunal of- ^ has rendered the fcllowing 

Judgment \ 

[Copy of the judgment, and names of the judges.] 

^e French Republic commands and ordains^ &fr. 

14. The fame formula (hall be ufed for the dc- 
cifions of the cenfors, which Ihall bear the name of 
^* Ads of Judicial Cenforlhip/' 

SECTION V. 

Of the National Jury. 

1. There Ihall Be formed a national jury,* as of- 
ten as there (hall be occafion to pronounce on the 
crimes of high treafon. Thefe crimes fhall be ex- 
prefsly determined by the penal code. 

2. The table of the national jury fhall be com^- 
pofed of three jurors for each department, and of 
an equal number of fuppleans. 

3. They Ihall be elefted, as well as the fuppleans 
by the primary aflcmblies of each department, ac- 
cording to the forms prcfcribed for eleftions* 

4. ' The national jury Ihall be divided into a jury 
ofaccufation, and ajury of judgment. 

5. There Ihall be formed but one national jury, 
when there is occafion to pronounce on the fimplc 
ren^oval of a member of the executive council of 
the republic. 
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• 6. The judges of the criminal tribunal of the de- 
partment, within whofe jurifdiftion the offence Ihall 
have been committed, fhall difcharge before the 
national ju:y the fiinftions which they cxercife be- 
fore the ordinary jury. 

7. When there ftiall be a queftion to be tried of 
the crime of high treafon committed out of the ter- 
ritory of the republic, or of the forfeiture incurred 
by a public functionary out of the faid territory ,'the 
legiflative body (hall chufe by lot from among the 
feven criminal tribunals, the neareft to the place 
of the offence, that which fhall have the cogni- 
zance of it. 

8. The fame rule fhall be obferved, when the 
imperious motives of public intereft will not fufFer 
the national jury to afTcmble within the department 
where the crime was committed. 



SECTION VL 

Oftht Means of Guaranteeing civil Liberty, 

1. Citizens cannot be removed from the judges 
that the conftitutional law afligns them. 

2. The police of fafety fhall be organized by a 
particular law, and can only be entrufted to the ci- 
vil officers. 

3. A perfon, apprehended in courfe of law, can- 
not be put into a itate of arreft, nor detained, un- 
lefs, I. In virtue of a mandate from the officers of 
police. 2. Of an ordinance of (prife-de-corps) 
an arreft of the perfon by a tribunal. 3. Of a de- 
cree of arreft by the legiflative body. Ur, 4. Of 
a judgment of condemnation to prifon, or to cor-. 
rcftional detention. 



( ^3 :) 

- 4* Ev^y ipeffdn condudted before the bfEcer of 
police fbftll be interrogated forthwith, or at Icaft 
Svithiii:.lwenty-four hours, under pain of removal, 
and ofan ^ftion by the party; 

S'^MiX fhftU refult from the examination of the 
officer of police, that there is no ground for accu- 
. iation, the perfoh detained (hall be inftantly fet at 
liberty; and if there ihall be ground to fend thd 
perfon to the houfe of arreft, he fliall be fo feat 
with the leaft poffible delay ; and which, in no cafe 
ftiall exceed three days. . 

6.. ;The direAor of the jury of accufation fliall be 
bound to convoke fuch jury within, a month at 
fartheft, under pain of removal. / 

7« Perlbns arretted cannot be detained if they 
fliall give (ufficient bail, in every c^fe where the 
law has not pronounced an affliftive, or perfonai 
puniflimeht. 

8. The legiflative body fliall fix the rules by 
which the bail, and the pecuniary penalties fliall be 
graduated in a proportionable manner, that fliall 
not violate the principles of equality, and fliall not 

' pervert the punifliment. 

9. The perfons detained by the authority of the 
law cannot be condufted, except into places legal- 
ly and publicly appointed to ferve as ^e jnaifon d'ar- 
ret^ de maijon dcjujlicey ou de prijon. 

10. No guardian or gaoler can receive or de- . 
tain any man, except in virtue of a mandate, an or- 
der of apprehenfion, a decree of arreft or judg- , 
ment, and without thefe having been trani'cribed on 
their regifter. 

11. Every guardian x>y gaoler fliall prefent the, 
perfon of the piifoner to the civil ofiicer fupciin- 

^ tending the police of the houfcs of detention, as of- 
ten as he fliall be required. 
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1 2. When the perfon detained fhall not be kept 
<h fecret cuftody in virtue of an order of the judge, 
infcribed on the regifter, his prefence cannot be 
refufed to his relations and friends, furnifhed with 
an order. from the civil officer, who ttikll alv(rays be^ 
bound to grant it. '•' 

13. Every perfon, except* thojfe • to whom, the 
law gives the right of afreft', who^ fhdll Expedite, 
fign, execute, or caufe to be executed, an order to 
arreft a cidzen ; every perfon who, in the cafe of 
an arreft authorized by the law, fball conduft, re- 
ceive, or retain a citizen in a place of detenfion, 
not publicly and not legally appointed 5 and every 
guardian of goaler, who (hall aft counter to the. 
rcguktions of the preceding articles, fhall be guil- 
ty of the Clime of arbitrary detention, and punifhed 
as fuch. 

14. The houfe of every citizen is an inviolable 
afylum. During the night it cannot be entered ex- . 
cept in the fole cafes of fire, or the demand of thofe 
who are within the houfe, and during thd day, be- 
fides thefc two cafes, it cannot be entered except 
in virtue of an order of the officer of police. 

15. The liberty of the prefs is indefinite. No 
man can qther be fearchcd or profecuted on ac- 
count of writings which he (hall have caufed to be 
printed or publiflied on whatfoever fubjeft, except 
in anaftion of calumny on the part of the citizens, . 
who arc its objc6t, againft the author or printer. 

16. None can be judged either civilly or crimi- ' 
nally, on account of writings printed or puBlifhed, 
except it fliall have been recognized and declared 
by a jury, ift, whether thtrc is any criminality in 
the wriring denounced ; 2dly, whether the perfon 
profecuted is guilty of it. * 

• 17. Authors prcfervc the property .of the 
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works which they ' have caufcd to 
bMt after they arc printed, the law 
them the property during their life. 



be printed, 
only fccures 



TITLE 



OP THE PUBLIC FORCE* 



m I* The public force is compofed of all the citi-* 
2cns capable of bearing arms, 

2. It ought to be organized, to defend the re* 
public againft external enemies, and to fecurc at 
home the maintenance of order, and the execution 
of the laws, 

■ 3. It may be formed of bodies paid both for the 
defence of the republic againft external enemies, 
^nd for the fervice of the interior of the republic. 

■ 4. Citizens never can aft as armed bodies for the 
fervice of the interior, except upon the requifition 
and authority of the civil officers, 

B 5- The public force caooot be required by the 
civil officers, except within the extent of their ter- 
ritory. It cannot aft from the territory of one com- 
mune, in another, without the authority of the ad- 
miniftration of the department, and of one depart- 
ment in another without the orders of the execu- 
tive council. 

6, And ncverthelefs, as the execution of the judg- 
ments and the profecutlon of the accufcd, or the 
condemned, has no circumfcribcd territory, in a re* 
public one and indivifible ; the legiQative body 
ihall determine, by a law, the means of fecuring 
the execution of the judgments, and the profecu- 
tlon of the accufcd within the whole extent of the 
republic. 

7* As often as difturbances in the interior Ihall 
determine the executive council, to caufc a part of 

I 
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the public force of one department to p'ifs Into 
another, it fhall be bound immediately to give in- 
formation to the legidative body. 

8. Ail the parts of the public force, employed 
againd the encniy abroad^ Ihall aft under the order 
of the executive council. 

9* The public force is effendally obedient ; no 
armed body can deliberate. 

to. The commanders in chief of the armies, 
fhall be named only by commiflion ; andin cafe of 
war, they fhall receive it from the executive coun- 
cil It ihall be revocable at pleafure. Its duration 
Ihall always be confined to one campaign, and it 
Ihall be renewed every year. 

I K The law of the mihtary difcipline> Ihall re- 
quire to be renewed every year, 

12. The commanders of the national guard, 
fhall be named every year by the citizens of each 
commune, and no individual fhall command the 
national guard of fcveral communes. 



i 
i 



TITLE XIL 



OF THE PUBLIC CONTRIBUTrONS* 



I , THE public contributions ought never to ex- 
ceed the exigencies of the ftate, 
\'a. The people alone have the ri^ht, either by 
themfelves, or by their reprefcntatives, of conlent- 
ing to thenij of fuperintending thrir employment, 
and of determining the quantity, the alTeflhient, 
the colleftion, and the duration- 

3, The public contriburions fhall be deliberated 
upon, and fixed each year by the legiflative body, 

and 



I 
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and cannot fubfift beyond that term, if they haw 
not been cxprcisly renewed. * ' 

4. The contributions ought to be equally divided 
mong all the citizens, in proportion to their 
bilities. 

5. Neverthelefs, the portion of the produce of 
the induftry and of the labour, ^^hich ftiall be per- 
ceived neceflary to each citizen for his fubfiftence 
cannot be fubjeft to any contribution. 

6. There cannot be eftablifhed any contribution, 
which ]yy its nature or by its mode of exaftion, 
might be injurious to die free difpofal of property, 
to the p] ogrels of induftry and of commerce, to the 
circulation of capitals, or might produce the vio- 
lation of the righcs recognized and declared by the 
conftitudon^ 

7. The adminiftrators of the departrnents, or 
the connmunes, cannot either cftablifli any public 
contribution, or make any aflelTment beyond the 
fums fixed by the legiflative body, or deliberate 
iipon or permit, without being authoriftd Sy it, any 
local loan at the charge of the cirizens of the de- 
partment, or of the commune. 

8* The detailed accounts of the expence of the 
ininifl:erial departments, ligned and certified by the 
minifters,' Ihall be made public every year at the 
commencement of each Icgiflature. 

9, This Ihail likcwife be the cafe with the ftate- 
ments of the receipt of the different contributions^ 
and of all public revenues. 

lo* The ftatcments of thefc exg^ences and re- 
ceipts fhall be made out according to their nature, 
and ftiall mention the fums received and expended^ 
year by year, in each department. 
B I !• There fhall likewife be made public the ac- 

■ punts of the ex]>ences particular to the depart- 
I I z ments, 

^^^ - * --- 
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meiitgj and relatiire to the tribunals^ to due 4»dmi- 
xuftrators, and in general to all the ptik^c efbibUQ^^ 
tnents. 



TltL£ XIII. and Laft. 

or THE RELATIONS Of THB FRENCH REPV9LIC TO 
FOREIGN POWERS, AND OF ITS f QRElGlf CON-j 
NECTIONS. 

1. THE French Republic will onjjr take «p 
arms for the maintenance of its liberty, the pre- 
fervation of its territory, an4 the defence of its 
allies. 

2. It abfoltit'ely renounces joining ta its territory 
foreign countries, except with the wifh freely ej^-» 
preffed of the majority of the inhabitants i and 
lolely in die cafe when the countries who fliall 
folicit this union, ihall not be incorporate^ ^4 
united with any other nation, in virtue of a foci4 
compaft cxpreflcd in a former conftitution, freely 
confentcd to. ^ 

3. In the countries occupied by the arms o^ the 
French Republic, the generals fhall be bound to 
maintain by all the means which fliall be at their 
difpofal, the feeurity of perfons and of property^, 
and to fecure to the cidzcns of thefe countries the 
entire enjoyment of their natural, civil, and politi- 
cal rights. They can under no pretext, and in no 
cafe, protect with the authority with which' they 
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$LTt invefted, ufages contrary to liberty and to 
natural equality, and to the foTereignty of the 
people. 

4, In its relations to foreign nations, the French 
Republic will rcfpcft the inflitutions guaranteed by 
ihc exprefs or tacit confent of the people. 

5. The declaration of war, ihall be made by the 
legiHative body, and Ihall not be fubje<5l to the 

It' forms prefcribed for the other deliberations j but 
it cannot be decreed except in a meeting intimated 
at leaft three days before by a figned fcrutin, and 
after having heard the executive council of the 
republic, 

6* In cafe of hoftiliries impending or com- 

i menccd, of menaces, or of pieparations of war 
againft the French Republic the Council is bound 
^o employ, for defence of the (latei the means 
which arc put at its difpofal, with the provifo of 
communicating them to the legiflative body with- 
out delav' J it may even, in the cafes, point out the 
augmentation of force, and the new meafures which 

^ci^cumftances may require. 
7. All the agents of the public force arc au- 
thorized, in calc of attack, to repulfe a hoftilc 
agrcflion, with the provifo of communicating it 
I without delay to the Executive Council. 

8. No negociation can be entered upon, na 
fulpenfion ot hoftilitics can be granted, except in 
-virtue of a decree of the legiflative body, who can 
only determine upon thefe objefts after having 
heard the Executive Council. 

9. The convcndons and treaties of peace, of 
alliance and of commerce fliall be negociated in the 
name of the French Republic, by the agents of 
the Executive Council and charged with its in- 
/truftions i but their execution flidl be fufpendcd 
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